
Original west end entrance doors are to be recommissioned 

to allow ceremonial use for larger worship/gatherings.

NOTE : Principal access will be into the South Aisle where 

there is a level threshold between the parking area and the 

arrival/greeting space.

The missing north leaf of the historic paired doors from the 

Narthex into the Nave is to be retrieved from storage and 

refixed in its original location. The existing cast iron pins and 

strap hinges are to be recommissioned to ensure ongoing 

use. 

On completion of the careful stripping out of the climbing 

walls to the Nave and the condition of the floor boards is 

revealed; the architect is to provide a methodology and 

specification for making good the floor in matching 

materials and finishes. 

Removal of the climbing wall structures will for the first time 

in two decades, fully expose the double hammer beam roof 

structure and the fine carved figure heads on the lower 

hammer beam. Removal of the structures/clutter will also 

allow a full appreciation of the quality of the interior space 

and the volume/massing of Crowthers original design for 

the Nave.

To define the primary Worship/Meeting Hall space it is proposed 

that a free standing partition sub divides the Nave at the first 

column line from the Chancel Steps. The partition would be faceted 

to go behind the columns at the North and South Aisles thereby 

avoiding the need for a direct connection into the column. To 

provide a structural restraint it is proposed to located four square 

section hollow steel post in the depth of the stud frame and for 

these to be taken down below the floor an bolted into the existing 

and now redundant mass concrete pads used for the climbing walls. 

It will be necessary to tie the two of these posts back to the existing 

columns and it is proposed that this will follow similar detailing as 

that used for the wrought/cast iron parclose screens. Two steel 

bands formed to follow the quatrefoil plan profile of the columns 

will be clamped around the columns with a small round section 

spigot fixed back to the steel post in the studwork. The bands will be 

painted black and the clamping bolts will be clearly expressed to 

reinforce the contemporary origin of the intervention. By adopting 

this approach there will be no need for a positive fixing into the 

column and there will be no loss of original fabric. The construction 

will be truly reversible and could be simply unbolted and taken 

away should the need for the subdividing partition 

Form new opening in low wall to Chancel to suit new 

platform lift providing an accessible route to the Chancel 

floor level. Platform lift to stainless steel plinth on each side 

with toughened glass sides and doors to minimise impact 

and allow views through to all sides.
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The paired gates to the wrought/cast iron screen at the top 

of the South Aisle steps up to the Chancel South Aisle are to 

be retrieved from storage in the Nave climbing walls and 

refixed on existing pins on screen. Gates are to be secured in 

the closed position immediately in front of new solid stud 

partition to infill arch way at top of steps. 

The panelling/memorials (blue dashed line) are to be gently 

cleaned and refinished by specialist conservator to enhance 

presentation of the historic features.

The remaining sections of the steps/tiered floor adjacent to 

the east wall are to be removed and a new floor 

constructed at the same level as the existing floor to the 

Chancel to create a fully accessible level floor (shown cross 

hatched) throughout the Chancel and associated 

North/South Aisles. 

At the head of the Chancel steps a level area is to be left in 

front of a new stud partition wall from floor to the 

underside of the Mezzanine over and incorporating an oak 

cornice and rail at 3000mm high reflecting the detail used 

on the head of the freestanding partition to the Nave. The 

partition is to include for two pairs of glazed oak doors with 

associated oak skirtings/architraves in a restrained arts and 

crafts styling.

The east wall of the Chancel up to the underside of the 

Mezzanine floor over is to be drylined with an independent 

stud wall with plasterboard and skim finish to the 

Fellowship/Meeting Room.

In the Chancel North Aisle, the raised floor area at the east 

end is to be lowered whilst at the west end a new floor is to 

be formed to match that of the Chancel thereby creating a 

fully accessible level floor (shown cross hatched) 

throughout the Chancel and associated North/South Aisles.

At the east end of the Chancel North Aisle a new Kitchenette 

is to be formed in a stud partition with a plasterboard ceiling 

formed on softwood joists. The existing wall panelling will 

be retained in situ but will be boxed in on the east wall for 

approximately 750mm to protect the panelling where the 

units will be located. 

Mechanical ventilation is to be taken through east wall in a 

100mm dia. core drilled duct and to terminate in a black 

cast iron conservation vent grille fixed to the external 

brickwork. 

Form new double door opening in the wall between the Nave 

and the Clergy House/Presbytery corridor is to provide direct 

access between the principal entrance/arrival/greeting area 

and the children/young adults area. 

A new step will be formed at the head of the steps from the 

North Aisle to the Chancel North Aisle.

The new opening (in the wall between the Nave and the 

Clergy House/Presbytery corridor) will allow direct access to 

the new children’s supervised toilet facilities at the west end 

of the Clergy House/Presbytery corridor and will remove 

the need for an additional new corridor in the Nave/North 

Aisle. 

The existing accessible toilet with baby changing facility and 

the adjacent lift enclosure (installed 2004) are to be 

refurbished/redecorated.  

The adjacent office is to be converted into a supervised 

Children’s Toilet. The existing windows to the west and 

north walls have been blanked off externally with signage 

panels and the room has no natural light or ventilation. It is 

proposed that the west and north walls are dry lined with a 

freestanding stud frame taken up to just above the window 

heads and then capped off back to the existing walls so as to 

be clear of and retain fully the original ceiling cornice detail. 

The cap is to have hidden slot openings to allow air 

circulation behind the new plasterboard with further black 

painted aluminium grilles just above skirting level to 

encourage a positive air flow. A new skirting will match the 

existing skirting and will be scribed into the existing where 

they meet. 

The wall linings will allow flexibility in the layout of the new 

facility and will provide a robust envelope to assist with 

routine cleaning/maintenance. It will allow all the existing 

original window features/linings to be retained, and the new 

intervention will be entirely reversible.

A preformed cubicle system with concealed cisterns and a 

matching vanity unit with two inset sinks will be fitted inside 

the new linings with all drainage/waste in concealed 

pipework leading back to the existing soil pipe in the 

adjacent accessible WC. Mechanical ventilation is to be 

taken through west wall in a 100mm dia. core drilled duct 

and to terminate in a black cast iron conservation vent grille 

fixed to the external brickwork.

Removal of the existing solid stud enclosure in the Chancel 

South Aisle will allow enhanced views of the wrought/cast 

iron parclose screens and the panelling/memorials to south 

and east walls.

On each side of the new opening, the concrete lintols are to 

be faced with an exposed steel channel to clearly identify the 

proposed intervention as a contemporary new feature and 

to avoid mimicking the Decorated Gothic detailing Crowther 

uses on other openings. 

The underside of the new opening is to be lined in a 38mm 

thick oak board to dress the exposed bottom edge of the 

lintols. The reveals to the new opening are to be formed in 

splayed brickwork to mirror that used on other door/window 

openings.

The opening will accommodate a pair of glazed oak doors 

with associated oak skirtings/architraves in a restrained arts 

and crafts styling will provide. The glazed upper panels will 

provide a direct visual link between the principal 

entrance/arrival/greeting area and the children/young adults 

area accommodated in the Clergy House/Presbytery.
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The original west doors are not in use. 

In their present configuration, the external steps prevents 

open access from this point for all users.

The Narthex and west walls are over clad in lower climbing 

walls and the processional route into the church is currently 

blocked off. 

The north leaf of the historic paired doors from the Narthex 

into the Nave has been removed and stored in the plant 

room.

Principal entrance is through the door into the South Aisle 

which provides a level access from parking area directly into 

the Nave. Level access is not possible at any other locations.

Existing climbing walls in Nave formed in steel frames clad 

with plywood/climbing boards anchored down to mass 

concrete pad foundations formed in the sub floor void 

below the existing level of the Nave. 

Climbing walls vary in height and alignment and extend high 

into the ornate double hammer beam roof structure to the 

Nave.

The existing plant room has been formed in stud partitions 

at the west end of the South Aisle.

The paired gates to the wrought/cast iron screen at the top 

of the South Aisle steps up to the Chancel South Aisle have 

been removed and are stored on site. 

The chancel has been clad in timber framed 

climbing walls to form a ‘bouldering’ area. These 

walls wrap around steel access staircases formed 

each side which provide access to the steel 

framed open mezzanine floor over.

Office/Store formed in Chancel South Aisle in stud 

framing. The stepped floor/tiers to the east wall 

have been cut back/removed to provide a level 

floor through the Aisle area.

The Chancel floor level is one step higher than the 

adjacent Aisle floors with the wrought/cast iron 

parclose screen defining the transition between 

the two areas.

The south and east wall to the Chancel South Aisle 

have timber panelling (blue dashed lines) below 

the window cills down to floor level which 

incorporates memorial headstones and name 

plates.

Changing Rooms, Toilets and Showers have been 

formed in the cellular spaces at the east end of 

the Clergy House/Presbytery.

The north and east wall to the Chancel North Aisle 

have timber panelling  (blue dashed lines) below 

the window cills down to floor level. The panelling 

has some damage where the floor levels have 

been adjusted to suit the climbing centre uses.

At the east end of the Chancel North Aisle, the 

original stepped arrangement of the floor/tiers 

has been over boarded to provide a level floor 

two steps higher than the adjacent area.

An accessible WC and enclosure for a vertical platform lift have 

been formed at the west end of the Clergy House/Presbytery. 

The internal configuration of the walls to the 

Clergy House/Presbytery has been adapted to 

provided larger spaces for groups/meetings.

The existing Chancel steps from the Nave have 

been partially hidden by the introduction of a 

raised viewing platform over the north section of 

the steps.
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Principal entrance is through the door into the South Aisle 

which provides a level access from parking area directly into 

the Nave. Level access is not possible at any other locations.

All of the climbing wall structures to the Nave are to be 

carefully dismantled and removed. The mass concrete pads 

below the original floor level are to be left in places as the 

process of removal would require access for heavy plant 

and would impact adjacent areas of historic fabric. 

The raised viewing platform over the Chancel 

steps is to be carefully dismantled and removed 

to reveal the original feature.

The existing freestanding access stair to the 

Mezzanine from the Chancel South Aisle is to be 

carefully dismantled and removed. Any fixing 

points into adjacent areas of historic masonry are 

to be made good as noted elsewhere.

Where the climbing wall frames are anchored back to the 

historic fabric, the bolt fixings are to be fully removed to 

ensure that no embedded ferrous fixings are left in the 

masonry. The resultant holes are to be pointed in lime 

mortar coloured with ground dust reclaimed from the 

adjacent masonry/mortar to provide a good colour match. 

A 1000mm wide section of the low wall at the top 

of the Nave/Chancel steps (south side) is to be 

carefully removed to provide level access from 

the platform lift which is to be provided in this 

location. The cast concrete coping stone and 

course of bricks below are to be cleaned with all 

mortar residue removed and set aside for 

potential reuse elsewhere.

The panelling and memorials (blue dashed lines) to 

the walls of the Chancel South Aisle are to be 

protected with OSB/plywood and sheeted in 

visqueen during the course of the works. 

The stud partition forming the Office/Store 

formed in Chancel South Aisle are to be carefully 

removed and the finishes made good.

The remaining sections of the stepped floor/tiers 

to the east wall of the Chancel South Aisle are to 

be carefully removed and the finishes made good. 

Once the stripping out of the climbing walls has been 

completed and historic fabric is fully exposed, the architect 

is to provide a making good schedule to fully record all 

conservation repairs to fixings and junctions with the 

original fabric. 
The existing ‘bouldering’ structures to the Chancel 

area are to be carefully dismantled and removed. 

New door in the existing wall between the Nave 

and the Clergy House/Presbytery corridor is to 

provide direct access between the principal 

entrance/arrival/greeting area and the 

children/young adults area. 

Existing wall is to be propped/needled to 

structural engineers details to allow the careful 

dismantling of the brickwork and the insertion of 

the new pre cast concrete lintols. The bricks are to 

be cleaned and all mortar residue removed and 

set aside for reuse in forming the new reveals. Any 

unused bricks are to be stored on pallets in a well-

ventilated/dry area in the basement for potential 

future use.
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