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W E WA N T TO B U I L D A
C O M M U N I T Y T H AT F I N D S
A N D U N D E R S TA N D S T H E
NEEDS OF THE CITY AND
S E E K S TO P R A C T I C A L LY
A N D C O M PA S S I O N AT E LY
R E S P O N D TO T H E M

A LIVING ROOM
I N T H E C I T Y, F O R T H E C I T Y
From the moment we planted
the church in September 2016,
we have been on a journey of
faith, seeking to love Jesus and
love Manchester.
Our hearts have always been to
grow as a group of people who
long to do the stuff that Jesus
did. We believe that a love for
others and a desire to express
this in practical ways is a natural
by-product of spending time
with Jesus.
We want to build a community
that finds and understands the
needs of the city and seeks to
practically and compassionately

respond to them. We want to
extend the hands and heart of
Jesus to the city of Manchester
and intend to be a church that
gives a significant portion of our
time, energy and money to reach
beyond ourselves and help others.
We are excited to share our plans
with you for the next step of faith
that we believe the Lord is asking us
to take.
With love
Paul & Steph

The Journey So Far
JUNE 2016
We gathered in the living room
of a flat to worship and pray.
SEPTEMBER 2016

APRIL 2017
We moved to our current Sunday
venue, the Dean Trust Ardwick.

We launched Sunday gatherings
at the Rampant Lion.

MAY 2017

(1)

(2)

MARCH 2017
The church gave £17,500 to
allow us to invest in compassion
projects in this city.

(1)

(3)

As the Lord stirred our hearts for
the people and places of this city,
we committed to actively praying
for and walking the pathways
of each of the 10,000 homes
surrounding our Sunday venue.
(2)

SEPTEMBER 2017 ONWARDS

(3)

We launched the VW campervan, (4)
on our first Birthday, as a mobile
base to help us respond to the
many and varied needs across
the city.This has enabled us to
put the ‘living room’ of the church
on the streets of the city – open
and accessible to everyone
and anyone, communicating
love, warmth, acceptance and
hospitality.
We sought to partner with key
decision-makers and gatekeepers
in the city, helping to strategically
shape policies that directly impact

(4)

the last, the lost and the least.
We started working with Greater
Manchester Citizens and soon
became part of their leadership
team.
We continue to work with a
number of local charities and
partnerships to help respond
to some of the most pressing
practical needs. Throughout
December 2018 alone, as a church
and through drawing in local
schools and others, we were able
to gather over £3,500 worth of
donations to support others.

Our Sunday Location

Where We Are Now

We believe we were led to our
current Sunday gathering location
for a purpose. Our hearts are for
the city. Manchester has one of the
highest rates of child poverty in the
country with 42% of households in
need. More specifically, the area in
which we meet is within the 0.5%
most deprived parts of England.

As a church, we believe we can
partner with and empower
families facing child poverty recovering fundamental needs
and actually going further to bring
entire restoration. The fullness of
life can only truly be found and
realised through Jesus.

Data from: Manchester’s State of the City Report 2017 &
One Manchester

Child poverty can be defined in
many ways, but broadly speaking,
it is a lack of access to life
opportunities and basic essentials.
There are certain primary needs
that every Manchester child
should be able to count on – a
safe, warm home environment,
stable parenting, regular healthy
meals, access to healthcare and
a minimum level of household
income. These basic needs,
alongside a number of resilience
factors – belonging, learning and
coping – can be the determining

elements in helping a child to
succeed and reach their potential,
despite any problems or setbacks
they may face.
The need is huge, but we are
called to respond to the needs of
the people in this city.
Up until now we have given
support to a few frontline
organisations in the area, but
we do not just want to meet
practical needs by proxy. We long
for a closer relational reach into
the city and to provide greater
opportunities for us, as a church,
to be involved in doing the stuff
Jesus did. In order to do this, we
need a space to do so. We need
to move from occasionally visiting
our neighbours, to having a home
amongst them.

In 2017 we became aware that the
Longsight Youth Centre had been
derelict for a number of years.
Just up the road from the Dean
Trust Ardwick (less than ½ a mile),
it is a well-known and much loved
centre within the community, on a
main arterial road leading into the
city. We would love to restore this
centre to serve the community.

In January 2018 we received the
first of many prophetic words that
pointed towards the Lord leading
us in this direction. In exploration
with the council we have been
invited to submit a full proposal of
how we would use this building.
W E N E E D TO M OV E F R O M
O C C A S I O N A L LY V I S I T I N G O U R
N E I G H B O U R S, TO H AV I N G A
HOME AMONGST THEM.

The Dream
This is not about having a home for us as a church;
it is about creating a living room for the city.
In an area defined by low
educational attainment,
unemployment, broken
relationships and poor health,
we long to rewrite the story.
Through this building’s restoration,
we would love to see a community
restored. We long to tackle the
detrimental effects of child poverty
and breathe new life into Ardwick,
Longsight and beyond.
As with every phase of our
journey, this is about people.
Our lack of a building so far has
often meant we are not able to
relationally connect with people as
we would like. Therefore, we have
been unable to offer the resources
and support to the city that we
know we can uniquely bring.

Our plan is to expand our current
practical provision for families
in need, offer a supportive
community space, alongside
training, in order to enable people
to escape poverty for good. The
list of creative ways to do this
is endless – coffee mornings,
parenting support groups, job
search support, English lessons,
specialist mental health and
addiction services, money
management advice and much
more. This would provide us and
many others with the opportunity
to more practically do the stuff
that Jesus has called us to do in an
area that desperately needs it.

We see this building as a central
base not only for localised
compassion but also to provide
us with a centralised springboard
to reach many other areas of the
city. Whilst the intention is to serve
the city, without a doubt, it would
provide many additional benefits
for us as a church. This would
create a permanent midweek base
for Alpha, students, youth, training
events and parenting courses, to
name just a few possibilities. It
would not, that we are currently
aware of, provide us with a Sunday
function for our main gatherings.
We currently have an outstanding
provision that we do not see
changing at this time.

Putting Plans Into Action

The Invitation

The amount we need to raise in order to renovate the building for
basic use is estimated to be in the region of £150,000.

We are inviting you (and anyone
else who would like to) to partner
with us in making this exciting
vision become a reality, whether
by contributing upfront or over the
coming years.

We anticipate the majority of the
money will come from people
within the church, in both upfront
gifts and ongoing pledges.
Whilst this is a significant amount
of money for us as a church, and
a major step of faith, we believe
it is achievable. The sacrifice will
release a future that will be a huge
blessing. Our city will have the
opportunity to use the facilities
and participate in the many
activities it will enable; ultimately
leading to experiencing God’s
unconditional love demonstrated
in so many ways.
As with everything we have
done so far, 15% of the total
offering will be given to things
that do not directly benefit
ourselves as a church.

Whilst we are aware that, in
essence, this whole project is
not for our benefit, there are
elements where it will improve the
church’s operational functionality.
Therefore, we will be careful to
ensure we are faithful to our
commitment to give 15% away
to be used in ways that do not
directly benefit us as a church.
Our intention is to give at least
a portion of this to facilitate the
Vineyard Movement in their
unfolding plans to reach youth
across this nation – through
Dreaming The Impossible and
other initiatives.

We would encourage you to give
as the Lord prompts you and in
accordance with the resources He
has blessed you with. We want to
be a people who give sacrificially
but also freely. We serve a
radically generous God who calls
us to be a generous people. We
give as an act of worship, not
out of obligation or guilt, but as
an overflow of our hearts. The
amount we each give will not be
the same but it will require equal
sacrifice from us all. We will be
holding a Giving Day on 24th
March 2019.

UPFRONT CASH GIFTS
Cash upfront will allow this project
to advance without cash flow
restrictions. We would prefer that
this is made as an online donation
using the church’s bank details
listed on the commitments page.
Please identify your gift with the
code: [mysurname]/LR19.
It will also be possible to give
through our website and on the
Giving Day (24th March) via card
and cash payments. Please be
aware that card payments will
incur a transaction fee and we
would prefer, where possible,
to keep cash to a minimum for
security reasons.
ONGOING PLEDGES
We would also encourage you
to consider making a pledge
in addition to an upfront gift.
You can decide on the monthly

amount you wish to give towards
the project and the end date of
your pledge (you may wish to
make it for more or less than 3
years). If you are already regularly
giving to Manchester Vineyard,
we encourage you to maintain
your commitment to the church,
treating a pledge towards the
Living Room in the City project as
being additional to your regular
giving.
Please complete the commitment
form or email
giving@manchestervineyard.org to
let us know the amount and length
of time you are pledging towards
this. In setting up a separate
standing order please use the
reference [mysurname]/LR19.

GIFT AID
If you already regularly give to
the church and have filled out a
Gift Aid form, this will be applied
to your upfront gift or ongoing
pledge.
For those that are not already
regularly giving to the church,
filling in the Gift Aid section on the
commitment form will enable us to
reclaim from the Inland Revenue
the basic rate tax you have paid
on the amount you give. This will
increase the overall amount you
give by 25%, at no cost to you.

The Word became
flesh and blood,
and moved into the
neighbourhood.
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Stepping Out In Faith

Equal Sacrifice, Not Equal Gifts

In Luke 12:45, Jesus tells us that:
‘When someone has been given
much, much will be required in
return.’ Often God invites us to let
go of the things we put our trust in
and, instead, trust Him to provide
for our needs in out-of-theordinary ways. In our experience,
over and over again, He has been
so faithful to provide for us when
we have made sacrifices to further
the work of His Church.

We want to be a community who give sacrificially to
change our city, but also freely. What giving sacrificially
means to each person is a relative thing and we are
approaching this on the basis of equal sacrifice not
equal gifts. Give to the Lord in proportion to what He
has given you. The important thing is that we each give
what He has asked of us – He knows our hearts, our
circumstances and the cost of our sacrifice.

As you begin to think about what
you might give, both upfront
and over the coming years, it is
important to make that decision
prayerfully. For most of us,
looking simply at what we could
afford after all our outgoings are
deducted will not release very
much. For this project to happen,
it is going to cost. It will involve
significant levels of sacrifice.

As you pray about this exciting
next step for us as a church, you
may find that God is inviting you
to make changes to everyday
spending choices in order that you
can pledge to give to the Living
Room in the City. For example,
a weekly coffee might cost you
£3.75. Over the course of 3 years,
this amounts to £585, which can
be increased to £731 with Gift
Aid, which could be the cost of
installing new toilets. Each small
change to our regular habits could
add up to make a remarkable
difference to the lives of children
and families living in poverty.
We would encourage you to step
into this as an act of faith as we
seek to partner with what God is
doing in Manchester.

Commitment Form For Gift & Pledge
YOUR DETAILS
This form represents amounts separate to regular giving.
Name:
Address:
Postcode:
Email:
Phone:
UPFRONT GIFT
My gift is £
I have transferred my gift online
My gift is enclosed
I will send my gift by (date)
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Manchester Vineyard’ or bank transfer to:
Bank:
Account Name:
Account Number:
Sort Code:
Reference:

Lloyds
Manchester Vineyard
67880768
30-90-91
[mysurname]/LR19

PLEDGE
If making a reoccurring payment, please tick the following box:
I have set up a standing order with my bank asking them to quote the
following reference: [mysurname]/LR19
Please complete the following details overleaf...

Amount of additional standing order: £
Frequency:

Weekly

Monthly

Quarterly

Yearly

Prayer & Fasting

Start date:
For:

years

Bank:
Account Name:
Account Number:
Sort Code:
Reference:

months
Lloyds
Manchester Vineyard
67880768
30-90-91
[mysurname]/LR19

As a church we will be praying and fasting at various levels prior to the
Giving Day on 24th March 2019. In addition to this, we’d like to invite
you to join us on two specific days of prayer and fasting on 9th and
21st March.

You can give online at www.mvuk.org/giving

Please pray, among other things, for:

GIFT AID
If you are a UK taxpayer we can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give. We claim
this back in Gift Aid from HMRC. If you are eligible to claim Gift Aid, we would
invite you to complete the declaration below and return it to the church office.

• Faith and courage for us all as we step out in faith.

GIFT AID DECLARATION (if applicable)

• Open doors with the key stakeholders in the city.

Name:

• God’s hand in the local area, and beyond, as we seek to rewrite
the story.

Address:
Postcode:
Email:
Phone:
Signed:

Date:

Please treat this (and all donations I have made to Manchester Vineyard in
the last four years and all future donations) as qualifying for Gift Aid, until further
notice. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or
Capital Gains Tax than the amount claimed on all my donations in a particular
year, it is my responsibility to pay the difference.
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ON THE GIVING DAY
OR POST TO THE CHURCH OFFICE

• The Lord’s stirring of His people to give the money that is needed.
• Wisdom for those that will be leading and coordinating this project.

Frequently Asked Questions
Why are we not seeking a building
that will meet the needs of the
church?
We believe, as has always been our
priority, that we are to serve the needs
of others and the needs of the city
before meeting our own.

Lord has asked us to give away 15%
of everything that comes in, towards
things that do not directly benefit the
church. This is no different and we
are taking another step of faith by
seeking to spend a significant portion
of money on purposes beyond us.

What if we do not get enough
money to do it?
That would cause a delay but we
would still look to do this and find
ways to do the work in stages as we
were able to afford them.

What if more than £150,000 is given
or pledged?
That would be wonderful! We would
be able to proceed with everything we
have planned and more!

When will work start?
As soon as possible, although we are
dependent on initially securing the
building and then following a process
with the council that is not in our
hands.
Why give away 15% to things that
do not directly benefit us?
As has been the case from the day we
planted the church, we believe the

Will anybody know what I am
giving?
Other than our finance team, no one
will know. Paul & Steph would like
to acknowledge your gift but will not
know the amount. What you give is
between you and the Lord and we do
not want anyone to feel pressurised.

What if this building does not
work out?
This building is not a certainty. Whilst
we believe the Lord has led us to it
and we have seen many doors open,
it may not be right. If it does not work
out, we believe this is a moment in
our history where we need to step
out in faith and place ourselves in
the best position to step forward to
love and serve the city. Therefore, if
this particular building does not go
as planned, our intention would be
to ring fence the money given and
pursue similar options.
Do we have the skills to manage a
project like this?
The Lord has blessed us richly with
people in the church who are willing
to give of their time and expertise to
help facilitate this project. There are a
few key people who are willing to take
project management roles and we are
sure many more will be drawn in once
the project moves forward.

Is this specifically for the Ardwick
and Longsight area?
No, our vision has always been
regional. There is a great need in this
area and this building project would
offer us a central point in the city
from which to build and outwardly
expand.
What if I am reading this brochure
after the Giving Day?
24th March 2019 is simply the day
in which we hope to give enough to
enable this vision to become a reality.
However, we want everyone who
would like to participate to feel very
much part of our ongoing journey, by
contributing to all that the Lord has
called us to as a church.
If you would like to give to this
project, please send your completed
commitment form to the church office.

Further Information
Vision Talk 2019:
www.mvuk.org/Vision2019
Further details:
www.mvuk.org/LivingRoom
If you have any questions, email: LivingRoom@manchestervineyard.org
For finance-related questions, email: giving@manchestervineyard.org
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